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The Right Person

Once there was a wise King. He had two sons. He appointed
eminent scholars to teach them all arts. After a few years of
teachings, the King fell ill badly. So, he wanted to select his next
King for his Kingdom. He wanted to test his sons’ abilities.

He called both of them and gave a room to each of them. He said,
“You must fill this room completely with anything you wish. It

can be anything! But there should be no space left behind and
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you should not seek the advice from anyone!" The next day the
king visited the elder’s son room. The room was completely
filled with hay. The king sighed on the foolishness of the elder
son.

He went to the younger son’s room. But it was kept closed. The
King knocked at the door of the room. The second son asked his
father to get in and closed the door again. There were darkness
everywhere and The King shouted at his second son angrily.
But the second son lighted a candle and said, I have filled this
room with light!"

Now the King felt very happy and hugged his son proudly. He
understood that the younger son would be the right person to

rule The Kingdom after The King.

S ()

92 05lTg 4l . JOg1)5 (yol3 090 4 . g Lrl jLusgd 93 (T SS9 I 4
S5 8 g5gls 95 3 diuwg g . dig b Jo7 (pbg 4 (598 (o SLiwl 0T
Lol (gl S (o7 Jrigl 4 98 9 a0 St 3 Ly 455
Po-ize CthB gioly i 8 (& Jubgh 4ib0)ld (Alrl S5 (S
103559 4395 (o= 4 92 B gl Juiigfgly (polj 0)lgd )lrli( 4 . 5 5
T A5 (b B3 (5959 495 19 95098 4 9l ¢ g9 (2 4559
S JB b 93 1 D SIS (B 45 15,08 digS gubius (S l9E
O . HAilg Cormai 4SS J%é@eaﬁlgylsglgﬁ%ég%gg
9 9 S Sl 5B o5 SoB pe o 8 59 DB lrl &g b
3 S95 S O L9 ol 53) (hgwl( yguw 9 Lrly . 4 glg 9xg
09 ouis 455 4B 95 & g5 S95 b e 0 0¥ Ly 4k, &5 Zdles



English Short Stories / s (S gl 14

Jigig 45 M 0 S95 magd 43 3 UaSig 03190 (F95 8 Ll
dad 4 0Ll of 9 0)ld Jlol . (545 ooy iy 031933 ol (v 450 (=
Gligy @a 032 (2 B9 w90 0 .S FT U SB 90 K
009l o5 gl 5§ 453 iy 4 BT 13 Lo g (59 9 0pS

S 120 4 9499y 4 (2 S5 = ol Ygmlurt Jlxligs
583 S To B9 290 4B D g7 Oy (gl 4R 0w

4 (Al 4 b gy o)l Al

KH (S oW ‘ ]
Wise (Bl Kingdom el
sbogh
Appoint J9y 580 Ability cubld
Eminent 0455 ¢ el Seek Aoy gd
Jss
11 =D 30 Advice A
King olial Hay 4wl &
Clever Thief

Devan was a clever thief. He robbed the rich and gave all to the
sick and the needy. The other thieves were jealous of him. They
planned to get rid of him. They challenged to steal the King's
Pajamas.

Deven accepted the challenge. After that he prepared to execute
the new challenge. He charted out a plan to steal the King. He

prepared himself mentally to carry out a plan.
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He went to the King’'s Palace. He found the King sleeping. He
opened a bottle of red ants on the bed. The King was badly
bitten. He cried for help. The servants rushed in. They
pretended to look for ants. Deven removed the King's Pajamas
and escaped. Other thieves were dump founded. They accepted

Deven their leader.
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Selfish Friendship

Once a cat was caught in a hunter's net. A mouse used to live in
a nearby hole. The mouse seeing the cat in the net started
playing around the cat.
Soon a mongoose came there. He wanted to kill the mouse. As
he lifted his head, he saw an owl sitting on a tree trying to catch
him. The mongoose went very near the cat's net to save himself.
The mouse thought "When the hunter takes away the cat, the
mongoose will not spare me and the owl is there to enjoy both
of us."
The Mouse went to the cat and said,
"I can cut the net if you promise to save my life from the
mongoose and the owl." The cat agreed. The mouse started
cutting the net slowly and freed the cat only when the hunter
was just near the cat. The cat took to heels and so ran the
mongoose too. The owl was very much disappointed to see even
the mouse running away to safety.
A few days later, the cat being hungry, went to the hole of the
mouse and requested him to come out for a game. The mouse
replied, "I sought friendship and saved you to save my life."

Now you can go home.
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Night Watchman

The manager of a firm advertised for a night watchman. All the

applicants were present. But the manager was not satisfied.

He found something wrong with each man.

There was Raju, an applicant.

He was sitting in a corner waiting for his turn of interview.

Manager found nothing wrong in his appearance.

He questioned about his health.

He got the reply that he was suffering from sleeplessness.

Manager was happy and appointed him.
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The Poor Man’s Wealth

Ramchand and Premchand were neighbors. Ramchand was a
poor farmer. Premchand was a landlord. Ramchand used to be
very relaxed and happy. He never bothered to close the doors
and windows of his house at night. He had deep sound sleeps.
Although he had no money he was peaceful.
Premchand used to be very tense always. He was very keen to
close the doors and windows of his house at night. He could not
sleep well. He was always bothered that someone might break
open his safes and steal away his money. He envied the peaceful
Ramchand.

One day, Premchand call Ramchand and gave him a boxful of
cash saying, “Look my dear friend. I am blessed with plenty of
wealth. I find you in poverty. So, take this cash and live in
prosperity."

Ramchand was overwhelmingly happy. He was joyful

throughout the day. Night came. Ramchand went to bed as
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usual. But, to-day, he could not sleep. He went and closed the
doors and windows. He still could not sleep. He began to keep
on looking at the box of cash. The whole night he was disturbed.
As soon as day broke, Ramchand took the box of cash to
Premchand. He gave away the box to Premchand saying, “Dear
Friend, I am poor. But, your money took away peace from me.

Please bear with me and take back your money."
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The Lion & The Poor Slave

A slave, ill-treated by his master, runs away to the forest. There
he comes across a lion in pain because of a thorn in his paw.
The slave bravely goes forward and removes the thorn gently.
The lion without hurting him goes away.
Some days later, the slave’s master comes hunting to the forest
and catches many animals and cages them. The slave is spotted
by the masters’ men who catch him and bring him to the cruel
master.
The master asks for the slave to be thrown into the lion’s cage.
The slave is awaiting his death in the cage when he realizes that
it is the same lion that he had helped. The slave rescued the lion

and all other caged animals.
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The Thirsty Crow

Once, a crow was very thirsty. The crow searched for water

everywhere. “Kaa, Kaa, Kaa..."
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AT last he saw a pot with very little water in it.

He put his beak inside. But he could not reach down the water.
The crow thought of a plan.

He picked some pebbles and dropped then into the pot one by
one. The water level rose.

The crow drank the water and flew away happily.
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The Wise Judge

Two women were brought before King Solomon. Both these
women had a quarrel over a single baby. Each woman was
saying that she was the baby's mother.

One lady said, "Oh King! I am the baby's mother".

The other lady said, "Oh King! Believe her not. She is not the
mother. I am the mother of the child".

King Solomon was confused. After a deep thought he said, "Cut
the baby into two and give one part to each mother". One
woman was silent. The other cried "Oh King! Let she have the

baby. Let the baby live". The king gave the child to the crying

mother. ‘50@ )Ly@ 9
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The Two Frogs

Two frogs were paying on a rainy day. Slowly, they hopped and
hopped and came into a house. There was a churn of milk. Both
the frogs fell into the churn.

Both the frogs tried for some time, but in vain. One of the frogs
lost hope and said, “I can’t swim any more" and he drowned to
the bottom. The other did not lose hope.

He kept on swimming. His movements churned the milk into

butter. The frog climbed on to a pat of butter and hopped out of

the churn. ‘5&9? Dgé
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Honesty is The Best Policy

A milkman became very wealthy through dishonest means. He
had to cross a river daily to reach the city where his customers
lived. He mixed the water of the river generously with the milk
that he sold for a good profit. One day he went around collecting
the dues in order to celebrate the wedding of his son. With the
large amount thus collected he purchased plenty of rich clothes
and glittering gold ornaments. But while crossing the river the
boat capsized and all his costly purchases were swallowed by
the river. The milk vendor was speechless with grief. At that
time, he heard a voice that came from the river, “Do not weep.
What you have lost is only the illicit gains you earned through

cheating your customers.
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The Two Pots

It was a cyclonic season. There was flood everywhere.
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Many houses drowned in the flood. There was a copper pot and
an earthen pot in a house. Both these were washed away in the
flood to a river.
The copper pot called the earthen pot and said, "My friend, you
are made of mud. You are so weak. Please, come near me. I'll
save you'".
The earthen pot replied, "Thank you for your kindness, my
friend. But, let me swim to the bank by myself'. The earthen pot
began to swim towards the bank of the river.

As the copper pot tried to swim, water got filled into the pot and

the copper pot drowned. But earthen pot reached the bank.
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The Story of the Desert

When God first created the world, there was no desert. The
whole world was filled with fertile lands full of beautiful
gardens. God created man in order to maintain the world. He
said to man, "Every time you commit a sin, there will be a peck
of sand falling on the ground".

Man thought, "What harm will a peck of sand do? Let me live as
I please". He started committing wicked sins and pecks of sand

started falling on the ground. Still man continued sinning. And

the effect is that to-day there are many deserts an around us. &
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The Failed Cock

Two cocks vowed each other that one is stronger than the other.
So they started a fighting. They fought fiercely and one cock got
severe injuries and came down from the top of the stack. The
successful cock crowed and danced with joy and pride on the top
of stack. At that time a vulture flew over there and caught up the
cock in the sky.

The failed cock felt safe and happy on his luck.
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The Farmer and His Lazy Sons

In Madhanpur lived a very hardworking farmer named Gopal.

He has three sons Ram, Laxman and Hanuman. All three were

strong and healthy. But they were all lazy.

Gopal was sad thinking about his sons and the future of his

farmland.

One day, Gopal got a flash of an idea. He called all his sons and

said, "Ram! Laxman! and Hanuman! I have hidden a treasure in

our farmland. You search and share the treasure among you."

The three sons were overjoyed. They went to the fields and

started searching Ram started from one end. Laxman searched

from the other end. And Hanuman did so from the center. They
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dug each and every inch of the field. But they could not find
anything.
Gopal said to his sons, “Dear boys! Now you have tooled and
conditioned the field, why not we sow a crop!" Off went the sons
to sow the crops.
Days passed. Soon, the crops grew lushly green. The sons were
delighted. The father said, "Sons, this is the real treasure I
wanted you to share". ‘_’0') M')b axd O 5' glﬁ.ﬁé
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The Tricky Fox

A greedy fox stealthily entered a garden to eat the grapes. But its
tail was cut down by a trap when it tried to escape from the trap.
It worried because all other foxes would mock at its lost tall.
Hence it planned a trick.

When all foxes ridiculed it and said, "I have cut down the tail
myself because it is a great hindrance. Now I am free and happy
without my tail. So you too cut down your tails. It will be very
convenient to all of you."

An old wise fox laughed at the tricky fox and said, "I will also
join you after losing my tail when I try to steal the grapes. It
looks very nice to be with a tail and I am proud of it." Now all
other faxes understood the trick of the fox and mocked at it. The

ashamed fox ran away into the forest.
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Dick an Actor

Dick was an actor. He was brilliant. He had a strange character.
He insisted on realism. He was a head ache to his manager. A
drama was played.

The first was drinking scene. Water was provided in a cup. Dick
insisted on liquor. The manager had brought a bottle of liquor.
The second scene was a fighting scene. He insisted on real
swords. Steel swords were provided.

The third scene was the one in which the hero was drinking
poison. The manager had real poison. The actor was in fix. He
realized his mistakes. He realized the importance of practicality

in life. He promised to be sensible in future.
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Two Silly Goats

There lived two silly goats in a village.
There was a narrow bridge over a river in the village.
One day, the goats wanted to cross the bridge.
One silly goat was on one side.
The other one was on the other side.
One of them said, “I shall go first. Allow me to pass."
The other goat said, “No. I must cross first. You move aside."
Neither of them yielded.
At last, they came to the middle of the bridge.
They began to fight terribly.
As they were fighting, both of them fell into the river and were

drowned.
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The Story of an Hour

Mrs. Mallard has heart troubles that could kill her. When her
husband dies, the people who come to give her this news try to
do so gently. When she is finally informed, she bursts into tears.
Eventually, she goes to her room and locks herself in. However,
while thinking about the future, she is excited by the idea of

freedom that could come after her husband’s death. After an
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hour, the doorbell rings and her husband is standing there alive

and well. When she sees him, she has a heart attack and dies. &
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Hazrat Hassan Al-Basri (ra) Impresses an

Unbelieving Neighbors

Hazrat Hasan al-Basri once fell sick. His neighbor, an
unbeliever, came to pay him a visit.

"O Imam," he exclaimed, "I detect a bad smell." The Imam told
him it was caused by illness, but the neighbor insisted: "That is
not the odor of sickness. It is a lavatory smell. For the love of
Allah, tell me what it is!"

He had not noticed that sewage was leaking from his house into
that of the Imam.

When the neighbor pressed him, the Imam finally said: "For
some months your drain has been seeping through to our side. I
tried to fix it, but without success."

His neighbor asked why he had not told him before, but the
venerable Imam said: "I might have offended you."

The unbeliever was so impressed by this ethical refinement that
he was ennobled with True Faith, for he recognized the Imam's

morality as a ray of Islam.
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The Atheist Teacher

A young woman teacher with obvious liberal tendencies
explains to her class of small children that she is an atheist. She
asks her class if they're atheists too. Not really knowing what
atheism is but wanting to be like their teacher, their hands

explode into the air like fleshy fireworks. There is, however, one
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exception. A beautiful girl named Zainab has not gone along
with the crowd. The teacher asks her why she has decided to be
different. "Because I'm not an atheist."

Then, asks the teacher, "What are you?" "I'm a Muslim." The
teacher is a little perturbed now, her face slightly red. She asks
Zainab why she is a Muslim. "Well, I was brought up knowing
and loving God. My mom is a Muslim, and my dad is a Muslim,
so I am a Muslim."

The teacher is now angry. "That's no reason," she says loudly,
"what if your mom was a moron and your dad was a moron, -
what would you be then?" She paused, and smiled. "Then," says

Zainab, "I'd be an atheist."
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The story of Abu Hanifa (radi Allahu
'anhu), and his Neighbor

It is well known that Abu Hanifa (radi Allahu 'anhu), did
tahajjut every night. He would spend his night reciting the
Quran. He had a neighbour who was an alcoholic, and he used
to drink a lot and sing love poems. This used to bother the
imam.
But one day, the imam did not hear this man's revelry, so he went
and asked about him. They said, "Oh, so-and-so. They took him
to jail." So, the very well respected imam went to the jail. He
was the most respected imam and qaadi at the time in that place.

When the ruler found out the imam went to the jail, he asked for
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the reason and was told that the imam was concerned about his
neighbour who had been arrested. So, the ruler said to release
the man, and he was released.

The neighbour then asked Abu Hanifa why he did that, and he
replied, "Because you have a right upon me as a neighbour, and
I have not been neglectful of that." That was the reason that the

neighbour made tauba to Allah subhina wa ta ala [that is:
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The story of Nasr Uddin and his
ring

Nasr Uddin had lost his ring, so he set out to search for it under
the street light.
Others came to help him search.
Finally when asked if he was certain he had dropped it in this
spot, he said, "No, I lost it there," and pointed to his house.
The others asked incredulously:
"Then why are you looking for it here?"" Nasr

Uddin said, while trying to look clever:

"Because it is dark where I lost it, and it is light out here!"
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The story of the rose sent to the caliph
Harun Rashid

There is a story that Charlemagne sent a most perfect rose as a
gift to the caliph Harun Rashid.

He gave it to his gardener and told him to plant it with great care
and as soon as the first rose came from it to bring it to him. The
gardener carefully planted the rose in a beautiful part of the
garden.

The next day a crow came and ate the rose. Trembling, the
gardener told the news to Harun Rashid. He told the gardener
not to worry for the punishment of the crow will be the same as

that of the rose.
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A few days later a snake came upon the crow and killed him.
The gardener told the news to the caliph who again told him that
the fate of the snake will be the same as the crow.

The next day the gardener was working in the garden when he
spotted the snake. He picked up an axe and killed the snake. The
caliph told him that his fate would be the same.

As it happened the gardener did something wrong and was
thrown in jail. The day he was to be hanged he requested to see
Harun Rashid.

He reminded the caliph of the rose, the crow and the snake and
said that if the caliph would show forgiveness toward him, then

he would save himself from a like fate.
$
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The Idiot, The Wise Man and The Jug

An idiot may be the name given to the ordinary man, who
consistently misinterprets what happens to him, what he does,
or what is brought about by others. He does this so completely
plausibly that - for himself and his peers - large areas of life and
thought seem logical and true.

An idiot of this kind was sent one day with a pitcher to a wise
man, to collect some wine.

On the way the idiot, through his own heedlessness, smashed

the jar against a rock.
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When he arrived at the house of the wise man, he presented him
with the handle of the pitcher, and said:
"So-and-so sent you this pitcher, but a horrid stone stole it from
me." Amused and wishing to test his coherence, the wise man
asked:
"Since the pitcher is stolen, why do you offer me the handle?"

"I am not such a fool as people say," the idiot told him, "and

therefore I have brought the handle to prove my story." ‘QS
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The Patient Old Man

When passing through a mountain pass, a Bedouin (villager)
once came across an old man who was blind and who seemed to
be afflicted with various ailments all over his body. It was clear
that he was wasting away. He was even paralyzed and was
constantly forced to remain in a seated position. The Bedouin
could clearly hear him say, "All praise is for Allah, Who has kept
me safe from ailments with which He has tested many among
His creation; and He has indeed preferred me over many among
those that He created."

"My brother!" exclaimed the Bedouin. "What have you been
saved from? By Allah, I think that you have been afflicted with

every single kind of ailment!"
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"Go away from me," said the old man, as he raised his head. "Do
I not still have a tongue with which I can pronounce His
Oneness, and with which I can remember Him every single
moment? And do I not still have a heart with which I can know
Him?"
These words of the old man were enough for the Bedouin to
repent to Allah for his sins and ask Him for forgiveness.
Remember, there is always someone else who is in more problem

than you.
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A World of Smile

About ten years ago when I was an undergraduate in college, I
was working as an intern at my University's Museum of Natural
History. One day while working at the cash register in the gift
shop, I saw an elderly couple come in with a little girl in a
wheelchair.

As I looked closer at this girl, I saw that she was kind of perched
on her chair. I then realized she had no arms or legs, just a head,
neck and torso. She was wearing a little white dress with red
polka dots.

As the couple wheeled her up to me I was looking down at the
register. I turned my head toward the girl and gave her a wink.
As I took the money from her grandparents, I looked back at the
girl, who was giving me the cutest, largest smile I have ever

seen. All of a sudden her handicap was gone and all I saw was
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this beautiful girl, whose smile just melted me and almost
instantly gave me a completely new sense of what life is all
about. She took me from a poor, unhappy college student and
brought me into her world; a world of smiles, love and warmth.
That was ten years ago. I'm a successful business person now
and whenever I get down and think about the troubles of the
world, I think about that little girl and the remarkable lesson
about life that she taught me.
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Lessons on Life

There was a man who had four sons. He wanted his sons to learn
not to judge things too quickly. So he sent them each on a quest,
in turn, to go and look at a pear tree that was a great distance
away. The first son went in the winter, the second in the spring,

the third in summer, and the youngest son in the fall.
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When they had all gone and come back, he called them together
to describe what they had seen. The first son said that the tree
was ugly, bent, and twisted. The second son said no it was
covered with green buds and full of promise. The third son
disagreed; he said it was laden with blossoms that smelled so
sweet and looked so beautiful, it was the most graceful thing he
had ever seen. The last son disagreed with all of them; he said it
was ripe and drooping with fruit, full of life and fulfillment.
The man then explained to his sons that they were all right,
because they had each seen but only one season in the tree's life.
He told them that you cannot judge a tree, or a person, by only
one season, and that the essence of who they are and the
pleasure, joy, and love that come from that life can only be
measured at the end, when all the seasons are up.
If you give up when it's winter, you will miss the promise of
your spring, the beauty of your summer, fulfillment of your fall.
Don't let the pain of one season destroy the joy of all the rest.
Don't judge life by one difficult season. Persevere through the

difficult patches and better times are sure to come sometime or
later. u\393 » )M“( Q}o&
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The Missing Mail

Thanappa is the village mailman who is good friends with
Ramanujam and his family. He gets to know about a failed
marriage and helps Ramanujam’s daughter get engaged with a
suitable match. Just before the wedding, Thanappa receives a
tragic letter about Ramanujam’s brother. He decides not to
deliver it.
What Is Great About It: Despite the best of intentions, our
actions can cause more harm to our loved ones than we ever
intended. The story is about the complex play of relationships
and feelings which are always present in our social circles, but

we are often ignorant of it.
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A mother is telling her daughter how to live her life properly.
The daughter does not seem to have any say in it.

What Is Great About It: This may not be technically a story since
there is no plot. “Girl” talks about how girls are taught to live
restricted lives since childhood. The mother instructs her to do
all the household chores, indicating that it is her sole purpose.
Sometimes the mother tells her to not attract attention, to not talk
to boys and to always keep away from men. On the other hand,
she hints that she will have to be attractive to bakers and other

suitable males in the society in order to live a good life. This



English Short Stories / gus Gud gudst 58

story is about these conflicting ideas that girls face when

growing up. té’»
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To Build a Fire

A man travels to a freezing, isolated place called Yukon. He only
has his dog with him for company. Throughout his journey, he
ignores the advice other people had given him and takes his life
for granted. Finally, he realizes the real power of nature and how
delicate (easily broken) human life actually is. What Is Great
About It: The classic fight between life and death has always
fascinated us. Nature is often seen as a powerful force which
should be feared and respected. The man in this story is careless
and, despite having helpful information, makes the silly
mistakes. He takes the power of natural forces too lightly.

The animal is the one who is cautious and sensible in this
dangerous situation. By the end, readers wonder who is really
intelligent—the man who could not deal with nature or the dog

who could survive?
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The Monkey’s Paw

A man brings a magical monkey’s paw from India which grants
three wishes to three people. When the White family buys it
from him, they realize that sometimes you do not want your
wishes to come true.
What Is Great About It: Sometimes we wish for things, but we
do not think about their consequences. In this story the
characters immediately regret when their wishes come true
because either someone dies or something worse happens. The
characters realize that they never thought about the ways their

wishes could destroy people and their lives.



English Short Stories / ws (S (1 61

e E B

24 PLS 550 (7 4ygly S s 3 iy 95w (Fgdkr 093 (S 92
Ly 1g 4SS 40D D (G395 (S T WSS 0590 DlidlgS (550
(o L y DLEAI9S L (> (Sylsé 4 &6 AIS A5 > Sg pwlusl So¢
B D 550 (395 Sy 3 513 g0 A5 S ko 5l Cllan (guaS 0.
loni 15981598 Higiatid 5 S’ (65 43955 & B ol g (23
P 90T S S Ly, Cliales S9an 0 (g A S uS
T 59 ol gignatid §3 S Blg & (N S s LSS
SIS (7 i b 3 giganled b 5 (55 99 4 bl A5 Fbd 559
.‘.‘59‘5450@‘53&53535351%9.&

Paw Ay Never 4 dS Ty
Magical SS90l Worse Ry
Realize Jowngs | Destroy 45t ¢ JoS ols

Ji9
Immediately 11 498 Wish 95 ol cdld
Regret Olws [ Happen Jous z8lg
The Greedy Lion

It was an incredibly hot day, and a lion was feeling very hungry.
He came out of his den and searched here and there. He could
find only a small hare. He caught the hare with some hesitation.

“This hare can’t fill my stomach” thought the lion. As the lion
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was about to kill the hare, a deer ran that way. The lion became
greedy. He thought;

“Instead of eating this small hare, let me eat the big deer.” He let
the hare go and went behind the deer. But the deer had vanished

into the forest. The lion now felt sorry for letting the hare off.
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Two Friends & The Bear

Vijay and Raju were friends. On a holiday they went walking
into a forest, enjoying the beauty of nature. Suddenly they saw
a bear coming at them. They became frightened.

Raju, who knew all about climbing trees, ran up to a tree and
climbed up quickly. He didn’t think of Vijay. Vijay had no idea
how to climb the tree.

Vijay thought for a second. He’d heard animals don’t prefer
dead bodies, so he fell to the ground and held his breath. The
bear sniffed him and thought he was dead. So, it went on its
way.

Raju asked Vijay;

“What did the bear whisper into your ears?”

Vijay replied, “The bear asked me to keep away from friends like

you” ...and went on his way.
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The Foolish Donkey

A salt seller used to carry the salt bag on his donkey to the

market every day.

On the way they had to cross a stream. One day the donkey

suddenly tumbled down the stream and the salt bag also fell into

the water. The salt dissolved in the water and hence the bag

became very light to carry. The donkey was happy.

Then the donkey started to play the same trick every day. The

salt seller came to understand the trick and decided to teach a

lesson to it. The next day he loaded a cotton bag on the donkey.

Again it played the same trick hoping that the cotton bag would

be still become lighter.
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But the dampened cotton became very heavy to carry and the
donkey suffered. It learnt a lesson. It didn’t play the trick

anymore after that day, and the seller was happy.
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Having A Best Friend

A story tells that two friends were walking through the desert.
During some point of the journey they had an argument, and
one friend slapped the other one in the face.

The one who got slapped was hurt, but without saying anything,
wrote in the sand;

“Today my best friend slapped me in the face.”

They kept on walking until they found an oasis, where they
decided to take a bath. The one who had been slapped got stuck
in the mire and started drowning, but the friend saved him.
After he recovered from the near drowning, he wrote on a stone;
“Today my best friend saved my life.”

The friend who had slapped and saved his best friend asked
him;

“After I hurt you, you wrote in the sand and now, you write on a
stone, why?”

The other friend replied;

“When someone hurts us we should write it down in sand where
winds of forgiveness can erase it away. But, when someone does
something good for us, we must engrave it in stone where no

wind can ever erase it.”
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The Four Smart Students

One night four college students were out partying late night and
didn’t study for the test which was scheduled for the next day.

In the morning, they thought of a plan.
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They made themselves look dirty with grease and dirt. Then
they went to the Dean and said they had gone out to a wedding
last night and on their way back the tire of their car burst and
they had to push the car all the way back. So they were in no
condition to take the test.

The Dean thought for a minute and said they can have the retest
after 3 days. They thanked him and said they will be ready by
that time.

On the third day, they appeared before the Dean. The Dean said
that as this was a Special Condition Test, all four were required
to sit in separate classrooms for the test. They all agreed as they

had prepared well in the last 3 days.
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The Wise Man

People have been coming to the wise man, complaining about

the same problems every time. One day he told them a joke and

everyone roared in laughter.

After a couple of minutes, he told them the same joke and only a

few of them smiled.

When he told the same joke for the third time no one laughed

anymore.

The wise man smiled and said:
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“You can’t laugh at the same joke over and over. So why are you

always crying about the same problem?”
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The Fox & The Grapes

One afternoon a fox was walking through the forest and spotted
a bunch of grapes hanging from over a lofty branch.

“Just the thing to quench my thirst,” he thought.



English Short Stories / s S g

71

Taking a few steps back, the fox jumped and just missed the

hanging grapes. Again the fox took a few paces back and tried

to reach them but still failed.

Finally, giving up, the fox turned up his nose and said, “They’re

probably sour anyway,” and proceeded to walk away.
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The Three Sons of the King

Once there lived a king called Ralph. He had three sons. The
first son was Sam. The second was John and the third was Eric.
The king in his death bed wanted to test his three sons He asked
them to assemble the next day in the court.
The king said that he was in his death bed and wanted to test
them. He asked them to fill the entire room with something and
whoever does completely will become the king, he said.
The first son brought diamonds which filled half the room.
The second son filled the room with cotton but it was not
sufficient. The third kept a lamp in the middle of the room. It
spread light in the whole room.
The king appreciated Eric and decided that he will be the king.
The two sons were ashamed of themselves as their younger
brother defeated them.

Then, the king died and Eric became the king.
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One Nut and Two Boys

Two little boys were playing together. One little boy saw a nut
on the ground. Before he could pick it the other boy took it. The
first boy demanded, "Give me the nut. It's mine. I only saw it
first".

The other boy replied, "It's mine. I only took it".

This lead to a quarrel between these two little boys. Just then a
tall boy came that way. Upon seeing the quarrel between the
boys, he said, "Give me the nut and I'll settle your quarrel". He

split the nut into two parts. He took out the fruit-seed. He gave
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one half-shell to one boy and the other half-shell to the other.

He put the fruit seed into his mouth and said, "This is for settling

your quarrel". U 093 of jRo,lg> oo
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Friends Forever

A mouse and a frog were friends. Every morning the frog would
hop out of his pond and go to visit his friend who lived in a hole
in the side of a tree. He would return home at noon. The mouse
delighted in his friend’s company unaware that the friend was
slowly turning into an enemy. The reason? The frog felt slighted
because though he visited the mouse every day, the mouse on
his part, had never made an attempt to visit him. One day he felt
he had been humiliated enough. When it was time for him to
take leave of the mouse, he tied one end of a string around his
own leg, tied the other end to the mouse’s tail, and hopped away,
dragging the hapless mouse behind him.

The frog dived deep into the pond. The mouse tried to free

himself but couldn’t, and soon drowned. His bloated body

floated to the top.

A hawk saw the mouse floating on the pond’s surface. He

swooped down, and grabbing the mouse in his talons, flew to

the branch of a nearby tree. The frog, of course, was hauled out

of the water too. He desperately tried to free himself, but

couldn’t and the hawk soon put an end to his struggles.

In Africa they have a saying: ‘Don’t dig too deep a pit for your

enemy, you may fall into it yourself’.
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Silly Little Mariam

There lived a little girl Mariam who was very silly and lazy.

Often she used to wander hither and thither with no purpose.

Once, as she went wandering she felt very thirsty. She went to a

pond nearby and quenched her thirst. She felt very tired and

drowsy. She slept right there on the banks of the pond. When

she woke up it was night already. She peeped into the pond but

could not see her reflection. She got a big doubt, “Am I really

here or not? Well! Let me ask at my home".

She went home and found the door closed. She called out "Is

Mariam in there?" A sleepy voice replied, “Oh! She must be in

bed". Mariam thought, “If Mariam is at home, I am not

Mariam". Saying this, she went away.
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Yusuf

Yusuf was a sheik. He was sitting at the door of his dent in the
desert. It was night. Nothing was visible in the desert. The only
light was the light that came from the starts in the sky. They
were twinkling in the sky. The sheik was sad at heart. He had
been secretly weeping for many days and nights. His eldest son

had been killed.
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Suddenly, a stranger came running to the tent. He fell at the feet
of Yusuf. He said, “O Chief, save me. My enemies are coming
after me. They want to kill me. I am starving. I cannot run any
more. All men call you good. Save me. O Chief, let me stay in
your tent for one night."
Yusuf asked the stranger to enter his tent. He said, “You are a
stranger, but you are welcome. You can share with me my food
and shelter. God has given them to me. God is our father. He
has built this earth for us. The sky protects us all. God gives us
food and shelter. I have never refused to grant any one a favor.
Therefore, come into my tent as my guest. Share with me my
food. No one will harm you."
The stranger entered. Yusuf embraced him as his honored guest.
After taking food, the stranger lay down to sleep. The next day,
the sun had not risen up. The desert was calm and still. Yusuf,
gently, woke up the stranger. He gave the stranger a bag of gold.
He said, “My friend, I hope you had a good sleep. The food must
have given you some strength. Now you must escape from your
enemies before the sun rises. I have kept my best horse ready
for you. Fly before your enemies come."
The stranger got up. He received the bag of gold from Yusuf. He
looked at Yusuf for some moments. There was some struggle
going on in his mind. Then suddenly his face became brighter.
He fell at the feet of Yusuf. Then he said, “O good and noble

Chief! You had been so kind to me. You gave me food and
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shelter. You had saved my life. But I had been so bad. I killed
your son. I am Abraham. Now kill me! I am ready for

punishment and revenge from you."
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The Ugly Tree

Long, long ago, in a dense forest there were thousands of tall and
beautiful trees. They were happy, but proud of themselves.
Among them there also an ugly tree whose branches were badly
twisted. Its roots had uneven curves. All the trees made fun of

that ugly tree.
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“How are you, hunchback?" the other trees always shouted and
their laughter made the ugly tree feel sad. But, he never raised a
voice against them. The ugly tree thought, “I wish I were as
beautiful as the other trees. Why did God do this to me? Neither
can I provide shade to the travelers not can the birds make their
nests on me. Nobody needs me."
One day, a woodcutter came to the forest. He took a look at the
trees and said, “These trees are lovely. I must cut them." As soon
as he picked up his axe the trees became frightened. ‘Chop,
Chop, Chop’ went the woodcutter’s axe and one by one the trees
started to fall. “None of us is going to be spared," screamed one
of the beautiful trees. Soon that tree too was brought to ground
by the woodcutter’s axe.
By now, the woodcutter had come near to the ugly tree. He had
just raised his axe when suddenly he noticed how crooked the
ugly tree was. “Hmm! This crooked tree seems to be useless for
me. I cannot make long straight logs of this ugly tree," he
thought. And he moved towards another beautiful tree. The
ugly tree heaved a huge sigh of relief. He realized that by
making him ugly, God had actually given him a boon.

From that day the ugly tree never complained. He was happy

with his crooked branches. He never forgot how he was spared

from the woodcutter’s axe, only because he was crooked and

ugly.
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